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Maria Theresa was near despair. " Even the battle
of the fourteenth (Hochkirch)," she wrote to the
Electress of Saxony, " has not comforted me." Vienna
was seriously threatened, but despite her anxiety Maria
Theresa refused to retire to Gratz, as her ministers sug-
gested. " We shall receive the Prussians as best we
can," she wrote," and if there is no army in Vienna when
they arrive, all of us, men and women, armed with rakes
and clubs, will drive them out of the city."
When Olmiitz finally resisted the siege and the
Prussians fell back, the Empress was profoundly grateful
to General Laudon and General Lacy, who were chiefly
responsible for the achievements of this campaign.
The Empress would not listen to the criticism of these
two men by many of her aristocratic officers, who were
jealous of their rapid rise in rank. She also refused
to be influenced by the fact that they were " foreigners,"
Laudon being of Scottish, and Lacy of Irish descent.
France was more optimistic again, and a new treaty
was concluded between France and Maria Theresa.
Though the French promised to help her to recover
Silesia, she no longer trusted them, for she realised
that, in the vast struggle going on between France and
England, Austria and her interests were relatively
unimportant to France at the time. Maria Theresa there-
fore decided to work towards a closer co-operation with
Russia in the future.
The campaign of 1579 was entirely different from
those which had gone before, because Frederick was
now on the defensive and the Austrians and their allies
were forced to take the initiative. Maria Theresa's
generals hated taking the initiative more than ever,
and their lack of determination was particularly obvious
during this campaign. For three months Dauix did

